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MEETING MINUTES
GEORGETOWN PLANNING BOARD
Wednesday, September 11, 2013
Memorial Town Hall — 3™ Floor
7:00 p.m.

Present: Mr. Harry LaCortiglia (arrived at 8:03 PM); Mr. Christopher Rich; Ms. Tillie
Evangelista; Mr. Tim Howard (arrived at 7:41 PM); Mr. Bob Watts; Mr. Howard Snyder, Town
Planner; Ms. Wendy Beaumont, Administrative Assistant.

Meeting Opens at 7:15 PM.

Approval of Minutes:
1. Minutes of July 24, 2013.
2. Minutes of August 14, 2013.
Mr. Watts - Motion to accept the minutes of July 24, 2013 and August 14, 2013 subject to
any changes made by colleagues at this meeting.
Ms. Evangelista - Second.
Motion Carries: 3-0; Unam.

Correspondence:

Town of Newbury: Legal Notice for Zoning Board of Appeals.

Town of Newbury: Public Hearing Notice - Board of Selectmen & Planning Board.
Town of Rowley: Public Hearing Notice — Medical Marijuana Dispensary moratorium.
Tom Ford: Request for continuance of Public Hearing regarding 124 Tenney Street.
Engineering Alliance, Inc.: Letter of response and updated Site Plan documentation.
Jon Metivier: Building Inspector regarding 124 Tenney Street and non-conformities.
Jon Metivier: Building Inspector regarding operations at 1 Industrial Way.

Andrea DeGiovanni: SOLAR Survey submission to State and solar initiatives.

N kLD

Mr. Snyder - In regards to 124 Tenney Street, we received an email from Mr. Metivier (Building
Inspector). He prepared a written response regarding the applicant’s comments for 1 Industrial
Way. | did not receive this in time for tonight’s meeting. The applicant has requested a
continuation of the Public Hearing as well. You received in your packet an updated Site Plan.

Mr. Rich - Before we do anything with 124 Tenney Street, | think the proper order is to have a
motion to allow the petitioners request for a continuance. then a motion to include all of the
correspondence concerning it to be carried over to the next meeting and be presented at that time.

Ms. Evangelista - Motion to open the 124 Tenney Street Special Permit and Site Plan
Approval hearing.

Mr. Watts - Second.

Motion Carries: 3-0; Unam.

Ms. Evangelista - Motion to continue the hearing to the September 25, 2013 meeting.
Mr. Watts - Second.
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Motion Carries: 3-0; Unam.

Ms. Evangelista - Motion to accept correspondence marked Exhibit 1 for 124 Tenney Street.
Mr. Watts - Second.

Motion Carries: 3-0; Unam.

Mr. Snyder - Mr. Chairman may | recommend recognizing the person in the audience and that
we may want to start with him?

Mr. Steven Evangelista - | just came to listen to the meeting. 1 work at Caruso & McGovern
Construction Inc. at 1 Industrial Way. The building inspector came in and talked to me.

Mr. Rich - Let’s pull out that correspondence from the building inspector.
Mr. Steven Evangelista - | just wanted to hear what the discussion was.

Mr. Snyder - {Reads the letter from the building inspector.} He did prepare a written response
but I did not have it in time for tonight’s meeting.

Mr. Steven Evangelista - | have a letter here from him.
{Mr. Rich reads letter from the building inspector in regards to a concrete crushing operation}
Mr. Rich - Comments from the board?

Ms. Evangelista - Based on that letter, you inquired as to if you needed permits form the town?
Do you have any paperwork or documents that we could trace?

Mr. Steven Evangelista - The engineer and our attorney did. Yes, there is a paper trail.

Ms. Evangelista - | think we should try and get a hold of that to see what transpired. To go to the
selectmen for the permit is not the steps that you do.

Mr. Steven Evangelista - | believe we went to the state for the permit and the town was cc’d the
whole way through.

Ms. Evangelista - Usually the DEP deals with the conservation board. What was the business
when you were doing this?

Mr. Steven Evangelista - We have 12 crews every day that go out for National Grid in 35 cities
and towns and we need to make a lot of product for our bases, when we lay pipe etc...

Ms. Evangelista - So this would be labeled a transport terminal?

Mr. Steven Evangelista - No. We bring in product and process it down to usable gravel.
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Mr. Rich - I would like more information. Whether the town was notified or not, there is case
law if the zoning enforcement officer is incorrect. Who was the building inspector - Charlie?

Ms. Evangelista - | think so.
Mr. Rich - I think we should continue this and | appreciate you coming here.

Mr. Snyder - In brief, there is an application before the board and the applicant mentioned that
there was a use behind and he wanted to know how it had been permitted.

Mr. Rich - If it was originally permitted as a contractor’s yard and you changed the use then...
Mr. Steven Evangelista - It is still a contractor’s yard — we use a lot of it for our own use.

Mr. Rich - It could be construed as a change in use.

Ms. Evangelista - Did you build a structure there?

Mr. Steven Evangelista - No.

Ms. Evangelista - You definitely needed a permit and right now with the limited information that
you’ve given us. You are going to have to start the process over again and apply for a permit
because right now it sounds like you don’t have one from the town.

Mr. Rich - I would like to see the paper trail. Can you ask your attorneys for it? Paper trail from
beginning to the end and when we get that information | think we will forward it to town counsel
and ask for their opinion.

Mr. Steven Evangelista - Tell me what you need and | will ask our attorney.

Mr. Snyder - Mr. Steven Evangelista, once you get all the information you can come in or give
me a call and | will start processing it.

Mr. Rich - We will put it on the agenda for the September 25th meeting.

Mr. Steven Evangelista - | will have my attorney contact Mr. Snyder.

Public Hearing:

1. 124 Tenney Street: Special Permit and Site Plan Approval — Continued.

Ms. Evangelista - Motion to open the hearing.
Mr. Watts - Second.
Motion Carries: 3-0; Unam.

Ms. Evangelista - Motion to continue to Wednesday, September 25™.

Mr. Watts - Second.
Motion Carries: 3-0; Unam.
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Ms. Evangelista - Motion to accept all the correspondence which is marked as exhibit one
and put on the agenda as such.

Mr. Watts - Second.

Motion Carries: 3-0; Unam.

2. Bylaw Amendments: Solar and Wind Energy Generation — Continued.

Mr. Watts - Motion to open the hearing.

Ms. Evangelista - Second.

Motion Carries: 3-0; Unam.
Mr. Snyder - You have updated copies of the articles. These have been revised per discussion at
the last public hearing about it being better described in tiers about how an application would be
made in terms of kilowatts. What I did is to break it down into use with categories of on-site
commercial, residential or wholesale. If an installation comes in for sale of the energy to the
whole sale market — that is one type of application. Everything else would fall into the other
category - if it is ground mounted for consumption onsite or ground mounted for residential.
Mr. Watts - Ground mounted residential is still for that site?

Mr. Snyder - Designed primary for use onsite. There was previously discussion about how the
excess energy needs to be put on the grid.

Mr. Watts - My understanding is that we don’t have the facility to put it back on the grid.
Mr. Snyder - You have the ability to put it back on the grid - it depends on the agreement.
Mr. Watts - You put it on the local grid in Georgetown but we can’t push it back out.

Mr. Snyder - If Georgetown can’t buy it then we need to go out and find someone else.

Mr. Rich - There are certain agreements in the grid structure that we are not a part of. That
would allow them to sell it off.

Mr. Snyder - Ms. Evangelista and | had a discussion but there was some idea that if it was
ground mounted for residential use that there may be something written in the bylaw about not
having it in the front yard.

Ms. Evangelista - | feel there should be provisions because the town is 95 percent residential.

Mr. Rich - Are there set back provisions? If someone has a 300 foot front yard and a 20 foot
back yard...

Mr. Snyder - They can request a waiver.

Mr. Rich - | think a setback requirement may be more logical. Maybe put in the bylaw it has to
be 60 feet from any public way.

{Mr. Howard arrives at 7:41 PM.}
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Ms. Evangelista - | don’t think it should be allowed in the front of anyone’s home. It is not
attractive.

Mr. Snyder - If the applicant has a big lawn that can’t be seen then they can request a waiver.
Mr. Rich - Who would grant the waiver?

Mr. Snyder - The Planning Board.

Mr. Rich - Is the criteria set out as to what is needed for a waiver?

Ms. Evangelista - The trouble is that neighbors may be closer to it.

{Discussion held in regards to the setback requirements in the bylaw and how to reflect the
changes discussed.}

Mr. Rich - | have a problem with saying you can’t have it in your front yard.
Mr. Howard - | agree.

Mr. Watts - What are the limits we can place on this kind of thing?

{Ms. Evangelista reads correspondence from Town Counsel from 2011.}

Mr. Rich - So it would be up to the code enforcement officer. So if someone installed a panel
that impaired drivers on the street that they may have to remove the panel it would be up to him.,

Ms. Evangelista - One bylaw from other towns is that if you wanted to put it somewhere within
their vision you would need a letter from the abutters saying it is ok with them. That may be a
solution.

Mr. Rich - I don’t think we should ask anybody anything.

Mr. Watts - We ask abutters for their opinion. | am for people doing what they want unless...
Mr. Rich - I don’t have a problem with health and safety issues.

Mr. Snyder - If they put in a ground mounted facility it would need to be a site plan application
so the abutters would be notified and could come in and speak. If it is roof mounted then this
does not apply.

Mr. Rich - Wouldn’t they have to get a permit from the building inspector?

Mr. Snyder - Only if it has a roof.

Mr. Howard - 1 think if you are putting in a solar unit and it is within the set back then you
should have to go to the Planning Board.

Mr. Snyder - To make sure it is not a nuisance to others and make sure it doesn’t impact
things off the property.
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Mr. Watts - | am torn about this because yes if it is going to be unsightly.

Mr. Snyder - The Planning Board should have a chance to review it.

Mr. Howard - Remember those houses they tore down as they were an eyesore? The bottom
line is that if you want to be a slob there is no guideline. 1 don’t think we should have a
whole lot to say about it if someone wants to put in a solar array.

Ms. Evangelista - How would you feel if you were selling your home and you couldn’t sell it
because the neighbor has panels in their front yard? Out tax is based on the market value of
the home. So the value would go down.

Mr. Watts - Most people do take care of their property.

Mr. Howard - | don’t think you can impose something that is not infringing on current laws
or zoning setbacks.

Ms. Evangelista - Some communities do have restrictions like that.
{Mr. Rich reading of Town Counsel’s letter from 2011 - chapter 40A section 3.}
Mr. Rich - he will have to get an electrical engineer etc... who could afford that?

Mr. Watts - So if someone comes in and they want to put up an array and they say we don’t
have any blueprints — who on the board is going to be fine with that?

Mr. Rich - | am thinking about people suing the town. | don’t think it is a reasonable
regulation.

Mr. Watts - You’re going to have to do that.

Mr. Rich - No you don’t. The solar contractor would come in with his plan and shows the
plot plan of the property etc...

Mr. Watts - That’s all fine but what if he doesn’t have that?
{Mr. LaCortiglia arrives at 8:03 PM.}

Mr. Rich - It is basically the same limitation we have in medical marijuana.
If you go into our bylaw - what we would be putting a resident through would make it
unaffordable for anyone to do.

Mr. LaCortiglia - | thought we were doing three things- one being the large scale commercial
to sell it, then the onsite generation to use and any excess would be sold and then the
residential installation.
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Mr. Watts - We are talking specifically about residential. Ms. Evangelista brought up the
question as to whether it is appropriate putting it in a front yard. We need to know what kind
of restrictions we can appropriately place on ground mounted units. The letter states we
can’t do much except to protect the public health, safety or welfare. Mr. Rich is looking at
how we protect the town from being sued by being overly restrictive.

Mr. Rich - This is a tough call — we encourage solar generation of power and if we write a
regulation that ends up being that only the rich can do it - that defeats the whole purpose.

Mr. LaCortiglia - | have not seen this modified bylaw yet.

Ms. Evangelista - About the money part - when you’re involved in zoning that’s the last
thing you think about. My answer would be for the applicant to think of an alternative way
that is cheaper and to bring it to use again.

Mr. Howard - This is standard zoning.

Ms. Evangelist - This is a special permit.

Mr. LaCortiglia - When we talk about the large scale commercial facility, is there any
question that we would need at a minimum a site plan approval?

Mr. Watts - My recollection in regards to the sale of excess power is...

{Discussion held in regards to the process of when power goes back on the grid how it is
processed.}

Mr. Rich - I have no problem for a large scale manufacture to go through these steps but
when you get to a resident and you ask them to do all this...

Ms. Evangelista - These were followed by the states recommendation for a bylaw. So you
object to the states bylaw?

Mr. Rich - | think the state may be in violation of state law. | think I could argue that making
a resident go through all those steps is exclusionary to a homeowner.

Mr. Watts - A resident has to go through certain steps for projects.
Mr. Rich - | am saying that that list is unreasonable.
Mr. LaCortiglia - Is a roof mounted unit under this bylaw?

Mr. Snyder - No, it is excluding from this.
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Mr. LaCortiglia - So as long as | put it on my roof | am ok. Does the board feel as though I
need to bring drawings in for that?

Mr. Howard - No.

Mr. Watts - What if someone calls their cousin “Vinnie” to do the work and not a licensed
professional?

Ms. Evangelista - Money and cost is not a concern for us for anything that comes through the
permitting process. . The applicant will say that that is a lot of money and | would say to
them to come up with an alternative that is cheaper and then for them to bring it forward.

Mr. Rich - Harvard wanted to build a dormitory but the city wanted a parking lot and they
made it so hard and costly that the city lost the case. What | am saying is that this list for

solar ground mounted units is unreasonably restrictive because of the cost they have to go
thru.

Mr. Snyder - What is written in here is that the Planning Board can request the applicant to
submit a request for a waiver.

Mr. LaCortiglia - I hate it when we bring a bylaw to Town Meeting and it gets approved and
then the Attorney General guts it on us.

Ms. Evangelista - All of our bylaws go to Town Counsel before they get to the warrant.
They should be on top of it. The state has already approved it.

Mr. Snyder - The difference between this bylaw and the states bylaw is that it was written by
Kilowatts usage and this is being broken down by use. (Wholesale, commercial, residential.)

Ms. Evangelista - The amount of voltage is the difference.
Mr. LaCortiglia - What we have to look at from a zoning perspective is if the system is a
nuance. A plan would be presented to a special permitting granting authority. At what point

would it become offensive to have this in your yard?

Mr. Rich - At what point do you look over you fence and see a rusty trailer in someone’s
yard...

Ms. Evangelista - Well my kids played ball on the front lawn and if my neighbors had panels
they could be broken.

Mr. Rich - | am talking about the constitutionally about telling people what they can or
cannot do on their property. | think that is unfair.

Mr. Watts - What if they put up a greenhouse?
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377 Mr. LaCortiglia - It would have to be set back from the property line.
378

379 Mr. Howard - My point is that as long as it confirms to the set back then we should not have
380 a whole lot to say about it.

381

382 Mr. LaCortiglia - Do you think it should be by-right? You would need to go to the building
383 inspector for a permit to do it.

384

385 {Mr. Snyder reads that section of the bylaw.}

386

387 Mr. Howard - | think you set the limit.

388

389 Mr. Rich - Where is the local ordinance that says what the building inspector can approve?
390

391 Mr. Snyder - Basically everything that is not roof mounted needs to go through a site plan
392 approval process. In here it states that the units be screened so that it doesn’t impact your
393 neighbor’s property. You don’t have to go through all of the steps. They come in and state
394 they don’t want to provide all of the requirements and in here under general provisions are
395 setbacks, visual impact and utility connections.

396

397 Mr. Snyder - We need to maintain continuity of the terms. In the bylaws it is commercial,
398 ground mounted or on site consumption.

399

400 Mr. LaCortiglia - | don’t think the average homeowner should have to have a permitting
401 process that is the same as an industrial facility.

402

403 Mr. Snyder - It allows the Planning Board the authority to say you do not need to give us this
404 information.

405

406 Mr. Fowler - I think Mr. LaCortiglia is on the right track. Perhaps you need to go by the
407 generation expected out of the units.

408

409 Mr. LaCortiglia - Today it would be defined one way and in ten years it would be a different
410 size.

411

412 Mr. Watts - There are two issues - one is wattage and the other is the visual impact.

413

414 Mr. Howard - My point is that as long it conforms with the setbacks we should not have a
415 whole lot to say about it. | think it should be by-right.

416

417 Mr. Snyder - It is defined in here that an as-right may proceed without the need for a special
418 permit...may be subject to site plan approval. Basically everything that is not roof mounted
419 needs to go through a site plan approval and it needs to be screened. They would have to do
420 electrical drawings.

421

422 Mr. Howard - It has to confirm to the setbacks.
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Mr. Snyder - Our bylaws state a structure as having a roof. The discussion now is about
residential installation on the ground and with 60 kilowatt hours.

Mr. Rich - What you are sating is if | put up a sign, you don’t need a building permit to put it
up as it has not roof? They do need a permit.

{Ms. Evangelista reads the description of a structure.}

Mr. LaCortiglia - At what level does the homeowner - what hoops are we making them jump
through?

Mr. Howard - When you say kilowatt hours — that is a measure over the amount of time. Is
that per month, day, week etc...?

Mr. Snyder - 60 kilowatt capacity - a much smaller area.
Mr. LaCortiglia - Years to come the size will be much smaller than in today’s world.
Ms. Evangelista - We can only work on today’s technology.

Mr. Watts - Can we get back to the document? Section 7 of paragraph 8 on page 5 - this is
the area | believe you consider not good for the homeowner.

Mr. Rich - Why does that have to pertain to a homeowner?
Mr. Snyder - It doesn’t - you can write things in for residential use.

Mr. LaCortiglia - I like that as long as it is changed form 60 kilowatt capacity to square
footage.

Mr. Watts - So all they would have to do is go to the building inspector and he would ensure
they were operating within town zoning rules etc..

Ms. Evangelista - | don’t see that as solution because if the applicant has to come for a site
approval — you’re saying they don’t?

Mr. LaCortiglia - Do we require one for a shed?

Ms. Evangelista - This is not a shed.

Mr. LaCortiglia - As a homeowner you would only go to the building inspector.

Ms. Evangelista - Maybe we should ask town counsel their opinion on this question.

Mr. Watts - | don’t think there is anything putting anybody at risk.
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Mr. Fowler - I am looking at this as to the cost. | checked with the building department and
you can build a shed 12x16 and nobody can say anything.

Mr. LaCortiglia - It would be easier for a homeowner to maintain a system on the ground. |
firmly believe that we need to figure out how big it is and that is your threshold.

Mr. Howard - | would determine that by the use of power and that will translate to the panel
size and we could amend it in the future. You should be allowed to generate your own
electricity.

Mr. Rich - Like your home can only occupy a certain percentage of your lot — the solar array
can only cover a certain percentage of the available open space subject to set backs?

Mr. LaCortiglia - So you are saying that | can’t build a house that is up to a certain
percentage of the lot?

Mr. Howard - There is a certain percentage of your lot that can be built on and as long as the
panels don’t exceed that percentage.

Ms. Evangelista - I’d like to make a Motion to ask Mr. Snyder to find out from town
counsel. 1 don’t think we can say a resident does not have to come to us. | don’t think
you can just go to the building inspector.
Mr. Howard - Second.
Mr. Rich - I think what they will say is that you have to have a bylaw. You don’t need
permission from Georgetown electrical is there is state law saying they have to pay you back
for unused electricity.

{Discussion held in regards to excess power, how it would go on the grid and how the
process works.}

Mr. Rich - It is time for Georgetown electric to get with the 21* century.
Mr. Watts - They do not have the technology to do it.

Mr. Rich - They do — they just have not signed the agreement to get on the grid. Let them
generate anything they want. The resident should be able to generate what they want.

Ms. Evangelista - | am talking about the appearance on a residential lawn - that is why we
have regulations so that we can protect the taxpayer’s value of their property. Do we want a
community of panels on front lawns?

Mr. Howard - | don’t care.
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Mr. Rich - On the percentage of land coverage that gives a restriction - that it cannot occupy
more that another percentage of the remaining property.

Ms. Evangelista - | don’t see a restriction in the current book at all.
Mr. Rich - Let’s ask the building inspector

Mr. LaCortiglia - Am | hearing right, that the size of ground mounted array should be a
percentage of the property?

Mr. Rich - It would be the footprint of the remaining property of which the house does not
occupy within the setback and any other restriction.

Mr. Howard - 1 would like to limit it to square feet of panel and if over then go to the
Planning Board.

Mr. Rich - In the perfect world, how many panels do you need to run an average size house?

Mr. Snyder - I just heard that if it is not residential everything else will be special permit.
The bylaw is written for it to be an as-of-right.

{Discussion held in regards to what as-of-right means.}

Mr. Snyder - As-of-right doesn’t mean that you can just do it. {Reading of the section of the
bylaw.} As-of-right means you can put it in residential areas but will be subject to the
setbacks.

Mr. Howard - So is they were not compliant with set backs then why would they come to us.
Mr. Snyder - Site plan and special permits will need to come before the board.

Mr. Rich - Site plan review is s different standard. Before us would be only issues that
would protect the public health safety or a public nuance. | think that the threshold only has
to be or should be that there are no violations of public safety. It has to go thru all the set
back and land area coverage.

Mr. LaCortiglia - Are we saying that for a commercial facility it is by-right?

Mr. Snyder - If you are a commercial facility, you are allowed to put that up with a site plan
approval.

Mr. Rich - But if we write the bylaw and it differentiates between residential and commercial
with certain conditions and criteria...
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Mr. LaCortiglia - | see the large scale production facilities for outside sale with a special
permit. | see the industrial for onsite use as a special permit and | see resident as by-right
with a limitation under a certain square footage.

Mr. Howard - | would say like a ten percent of the lot area.

Mr. Rich - If a developer wants to do a green development and in the middle is a solar farm
for all the houses - then are we going to create something...

Mr. LaCortiglia - The problem is that sat some point we will have to hit the use codes.
Residential zone is going to have a P for permitted and | believe the industrial zone will have
a D there for special permit.

Mr. Howard - | think if we can do it as home owners then | think a business can do it too. If
you are using most of your power, | don’t think you need to jump thru any hoops.

Mr. Watts - Let’s focus just on solar and not wind.
Mr. LaCortiglia - What if | have a business and maybe | can put up a ton of panels?

Mr. Rich - There was a case like that - remember the farmer that put up panels to run his
farm and there was enough to run the whole town and they said no.

Ms. Evangelista - The problem with Georgetown is that there are resident’s very close to
businesses.

Mr. Rich - We can write in the bylaw that it needs to be a certain number of feet from
residences.

Mr. Snyder - The bylaw ties into the other bylaws that require the 100 foot setback in
residential areas.

Mr. Rich - So that would take a project like Martell Way all industrial out of that loop of not
allowing it near residents.

Mr. LaCortiglia - So it should be by-right?

Mr. Rich - Unless it falls within so many feet of a residence then they would go in for a
building permit.

Mr. LaCortiglia - 1 am still going to fall for the idea that that is for a special permit. | feel
bad for Mr. Snyder because he has to write it all up.

Mr. Snyder - I think if we get into a bylaw that states both special permit and permit granting
authorities it will get very confusing.
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Ms. Evangelista - The historical commission is trying to protect certain areas and if residents
there are allowed solar panels then you lose the historical appearance.

Mr. Rich - They have their own regulations for historical areas.

Ms. Evangelista - They would have to follow the zoning rules. If it was votes that residents
can put one up with our any regulations, I think the historical commission will come in with
stricter regulations. It would change the whole character of the street if we just allowed solar
farms to be put anywhere. It is different if it is a municipal building.

Mr. Watts - People have to be given the license to make stupid decisions for their property.
This is a brave new world with this regenerative power and it is a complicated issue. There
has to be some reasonable and rational limitations. | like the idea of leveraging the
maximum square footage on a property.

Mr. Howard - 1 think it should be a percentage of the open land. Maybe limit it to the size of
the house so that gives people the option.

Mr. LaCortiglia - | think what | am thinking is that someone’s got to be able to put a high
powered solar system in — my concern is that we are not saying you can’t do that and that we
are making this special permit incredibly hard.

Mr. Howard - But if it is under the size of the threshold.

Mr. Watts - One of the implications is that this is rapid technology. This is not a hundred
year solution — this will be revisited.

Mr. Fowler - The idea is for the homeowner to generate electrically for their own use and if
they can’t get repaid for it then what’s the sense of them spending the money? The idea was
to go green and the difference between selling it and generating enough for themselves.
What’s to prevent someone in the future to put in a power plant?

Mr. Snyder - They won’t put a power plant in if they don’t have a market for the power.

Mr. Fowler - The idea is to create for-use energy for his home.

Mr. Howard - He’s only selling it if the electric company is going to buy it.

Mr. Fowler - So when someone get their permit it will have to somehow be built in the
amount of electricity. I like the square footage of the house idea.

Mr. Rich - Don’t you think that would be decision of the homeowner?

Mr. Fowler - | thought the idea was that you are putting this in to be green and for use of the
home.
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650 Mr. Rich - In today’s world that house may need 4000 square feet of panels. And if in the

651 future they make the panels smaller then it will be up to him what to do with the excess
652 power.

653

654 Mr. Fowler - You also need to look at energy used and consumed and if in the future the
655 panels are smaller he will have to apply for another t permit.

656

657 Mr. Rich - At what point does Uncle Sam get out of your life?

658

659 Mr. Fowler - When you are generating all power on your own.

660

661 Mr. Watts - | think we are getting ahead of ourselves in terms of our concern. We cannot
662 create terms for twenty years from now. We need to keep it simple. By making ita

663 percentage and in the future it can be changed if needed.

664

665 Mr. LaCortiglia - Percentage of what?

666

667 Mr. Howard - 1 think roof area is good. The percentage would be half the roof area.

668

669 Mr. Watts - Not every property is ideal for this type of system.

670

671 Ms. Evangelista - Don’t you think it should be put in back yards and if they can’t then they
672 come in for a waiver?

673

674 Mr. Howard - | think it should go anywhere they want it to.

675

676 Mr. Rich - The character of the world is changing. Georgetown can’t stay in the dark ages
677 forever.

678

679 Mr. LaCortiglia - You should be able to put it anywhere in your yard as long as it is under
680 144 square feet. (12x12)

681

682 Mr. Rich - I like Mr. Howard’s idea because it is fifty percent of your roof.

683

684 Mr. LaCortiglia - That is an enormous amount and | am not in favor of that for the character
685 of the community.

686

687 Mr. Howard - Is it prettier on the roof?

688

689 Mr. Rich - It states: “Except where necessary to protect the public health safety or welfare of
690 the people.” It says nothing of the character of a community. This country has decided that
691 we need to get off the dependency of how we generate our power. Communities have to
692 adjust.

693
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Ms. Evangelista - Not at the expense of loosing the character of this town. We want to make
it visually conducive to the neighborhood and I think the word “conducive” should be in
there.

Mr. Rich - That is one thing | would like to know from town counsel is if that can be
included in a restriction.

{Mr. Snyder reads the visual and safety impacts on a site plan review criteria.}

Mr. Rich - Each neighborhood has its own character. If it is offensive visually, you will
know it when you see it.

Mr. Watts - There are lots of buildings in town | thought were not great and | got used to it.

Mr. Howard - Motion that we don’t require residents to come to us for a special permit in
regards to roof or ground mounted solar array that is less than 50 percent of the area of
the main structures roof. We can make additional restrictions but we have to start
somewhere.

Mr. Watts - | will Second that for discussion purposes. We need to make sure that it is
big enough to have an impact on the homeowner’s electric bill. If we make it too small
then in effect we make it useless and people won’t do it.

No actual vote taken for this motion.

Mr. LaCortiglia - We are drawing a line so that if you want to go bigger then come for a
special permit but if you want to go smaller then it would be a by-right.

Mr. Snyder - The state went buy kilowatts so I will bring in a visual example to the next
meeting.

Mr. Rich - In the future it may be that so many customers have to generate their own power.
They have been ordered to buy back a certain amount of power. They have been ordered to
have 20 percent of their customers off the grid within a certain period of time. By giving 50
percent we are giving them the maximum but it gives them the opportunity to have the same
amount without going to the Planning Board.

Mr. Watts - What if they want to put some on the roof and on the ground?

Mr. LaCortiglia - It would be either or — roof or ground mounted?

Mr. Howard - Yes — either or. They can still come before us and ask us if they want to do
both.

Mr. Rich - But if we find that you cannot have a solar array on roof or on the ground that is
more than the 50 percent of roof size...
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Mr. LaCortiglia - What if |1 want to use my roof and the yard?
Mr. Howard - That is not addressed in this.

Mr. LaCortiglia - Should it be?

Mr. Snyder - Nothing on the roof is considered in the bylaw.

Mr. Rich - We could put in the bylaw that no residential array, roof or ground mounted may
exceed 50 percent of the total square footage without approval (special permit).

Ms. Evangelista - Accordingly to the Clean Energy Results booklet it says the biggest
potential risk is shock or electrocution... perhaps we should be looking to the Fire
Department for information?

Mr. Howard - Let’s just start with building blocks for now — we need to start somewhere.
Mr. LaCortiglia - You don’t want to go with 144 square foot?

Mr. Howard - No, that is too small.

Mr. LaCortiglia - | think arrays bigger than that should be special permit.

Mr. Howard - Maybe state that this is what you can do without coming to us and anything
over that they would have to come to us.

Mr. LaCortiglia - | think that is too large and wish you would lower the percent. I think 20
percent of the roof is a good size.

Mr. Howard - We are not turning the property into a solar farm by allowing less than 2
percent of the area to be covered.

Mr. Snyder - What | can do is some research about a 20 x 50 area and how much production
would come out of that. And I could see about what type of permit people have been getting
from the light department for them to put panels on the roof. Maybe we can see what the
average residential need is.

Mr. Howard - Can we let the motion ride until the next meeting.

Mr. Rich - I believe we can continue the discussion then.
Mr. LaCortiglia - Motion to continue this discussion (hearing) at the next meeting on
September 25, 2013.

Mr. Watts - Second.
Motion Carries: 5-0; Unam.
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Mr. Howard - | think the 50 percent is reasonable.

Mr. Snyder - The board needs to get a picture in their head.

Mr. LaCortiglia - | see it as though what some people might consider offensive and because
it is a by-right thing it won’t have the benefit of having us say there needs to be trees put up

to screen it etc...

Mr. Rich - It is an interesting concept that you have the right to use half your roof but if you
decide to go onto the land then you can only use a certain percentage of the area.

Member or Public Report:

1. Any concern of a Planning Board Member and/or member of the Public.

{None.}

Planning Office:

1. Hazen Court and Rodger’s Way: Draft graphic outlining revision to Official Town Map.

{Mr. Snyder shows what the road signage would look like on the screen.}

Mr. LaCortiglia - Do we now vote to approve the map and we don’t have to go to town
meeting for that?

Mr. Snyder - According to town counsel it is a scriber’s error so we just correct the error and
it does not require a town meeting. | will double check.

Mr. LaCortiglia - Motion to amend the existing official town map to reflect the
correction of the town map as represented by the graphic shown tonight - Exhibit #2.
Mr. Watts - Second.

Motion Carries: 4-0-1; (Ms. Evangelista abstained).

Ms. Evangelista - So we have lost Hazen Court by changing it to Jewett Street. | don’t think
we should do this - that sign has been up there since 1965 it is a historical thing.

Mr. Watts - | think we should ask Ms. Beaumont to send each of the residents a little note
saying what we have done.

Mr. Rich - Ms. Beaumont could you make sure that all the residents get notified and maybe a
copy of the exhibit as well?

Mr. Snyder - Yes. | will copy them.

Mr. LaCortiglia - Motion to adjourn.
Mr. Watts - Second.
Motion Carries: 5-0; Unam.

Meeting adjourned at 10:08 PM.
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